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Abstract  

 
         The research is done by using qualitative research. writer discusses five types of language functions based on 

the theory proposed by Finocchiaro and Brumfit, such as persona functionl, interpersonal function, directive 

function, referential function, and imaginative function. He data is taken from Jakarta Post, and this is a qualitative 

research.  The data are  4 articles of economics.  There were five types of function of language found in economical 

news article. There were five types of function of language found in economical news article .In this study, 

the most dominant type of language function  is Referential function. It means most of the  content of the 

news is used mostly for sharing information.  The writer also advice English Teacher to be able to teach 

the student using  articles (economical, history, sports, medical etc) so the students can be enriched with 

kinds of terms in their English vocabulary.  
 

Keywords: Language functions, Referential function, economical news article. 

 

 

I. Introduction  

 Based on the writers observation on  economical news article there are some specific function of 

language that apply on the article. The context of Language functions are used  in all fields by language 

users. Language functions are used in various settings to explain the context or situation.  Furthermore, in 

reading economic article, for example language functions make the readers understand what the writer 

wants to tell to the readers. when somebody talks about economy, the reader tries to guess who is 

speaking, to whom, about what, in what ways and where they are speaking. These questions need some 

answers because they should relate to the context. Before they are answered, it is important to know the 

context or setting of the speaker, because it can help the hearer understand what is being talked.. 

Therefore, it is important to know the types of language functions implied in the reading texts. 

The objective of this study is to  describe the types of language functions are found in article of 

economical news based on the theory proposed by Finocchiaro and Brumfit, such as personal, 

interpersonal, directive, referential, and imaginative function.  

The results of this study are important to provide some information about functions of language applied in 

article of economical news, useful for the English teacher on economic faculty and will also be significant 

to other researchers to conduct further researches.  

 

 

2.Sociolinguistics 

 Sociolinguistics is the study of the relationship between language and society. It is aimed in 

explaining why people speak differently in social contexts, and it also concerned with identifying the 

social function of language and the ways it is used to convey social meaning (Holmes, 2001:1). 

Furthermore, sociolinguistics is the study of the characteristic of language varieties, the characteristic of 

their function, and the characteristic of their speakers as these three constantly interact, change and 

change one another within a speech community. (J.A. Fishman 1972:4 in Chaer.A 2003:3). From the 

definition above, sociolinguistic is the study of characteristic and variety of language to indentify the 

social function in community.  

Varieties of Language 



 Language variety is any set of linguistic form which has patterns according to social factors. 

Language varieties include different action, style, and dialect, event different languages which contrast 

with each other or social factors. Any set of linguistic form mean more than one word or phrase. 

Furthermore, language has two fundamental aspects, namely the form of sounds or phoneme, graphemes, 

and structure, and the meaning which may be viewed from lexical perspective, functional meaning, and 

structural meaning, Siburian (2001:19). For example, in greeting, English one may use  these expressions, 

‘Hi’, ‘Hello’, ‘Good morning’. The use of these expressions are not interchangeable; it is used according 

to social factors such as participant, setting, topic, and the function of the language itself as well as social 

dimension such as social distance (intimate or distance), status scale (high or low), a formality scale 

(formal or informal), and function scales (referential or effective). 

 

Language Function 

 Generally, language function as a tool of communication. P.W.J. Nababan (1991:38). Furthermore 

language functions are used also to express the purpose or aim in speaking by adapting the situation and 

place. It means that language functions have function to deliver some meaning to the hearer to understand 

what the speaker’s said. Language functions as “the use to which language is put, the purpose of an 

utterance rather than the particular grammatical form an utterance takes”. People use language in order to 

fulfill that purpose. Each purpose can be known as a language function.   

 

e.g. Hi, how are you, lovely day isn’t it?  

Directives (Official instruction). 

Teacher  : What are you doing over by window Helen? 

Helen   : Looking at the birds Miss.                         Teacher usually use imperative  

Teacher  :  And what should you be doing?              When they asked their student 

Helen   : (no answer)     to do something. 

Teacher  : Go and sit down now and get on with your writing. 

 

 

                                 There are many ways to asked 

                                   somebody to do something. 

261). 

Example 5  

1. Roll over. 

2. Shut up you fool. 

 

1. .Set the table, Robbie. 

Sit down. 

You sit down. 

Could you sit down? 

Won’t you sit down? 

I want you to sit down. 

I’d like you to sit down. 

 

 



2.Wash your hands for tea, children. 

3. Turn that blessed radio down. 

Example 13  

1. Tom: Give me that. I need it now. 

2. Seymore : Get off that car.     Differences directive ways 

3. Grant : Get out of my house.     Between boy and girl. 

4. Maria : You finished with that rolling pin now? 

5. Lisa : My turn now eh? 

6. Meg : It’s time for tea so you’ll have to go home now.  

Example 15 

Mischa : Can I borrow your biscuit? 

Jake : No, it’s my lunch. 

Mischa : I won’t be your friend if you won’t let me. 

Jake  : OK 

(Jake gives her biscuit but looks miserable). 

Mischa : Here, it’s OK you have it. 

Jake : No. You won’t be my friend. 

(Mischa starts eating). 

Jake : My turn.  

(Mischa gives it back and they then finish the biscuit taking turns)  

Types of Language Function 

 Michael Halliday (2003:80) stated a set of seven initial functions, as follows: Regulatory, 

Interactional, Representational, Personal, Imaginative, Instrumental and Heuristic. 

 

 

Regulatory Function 

 The Regulatory Function of language is language used to influence the behavior of others. Concerned 

with persuading/commanding/requesting other people to do things you want. For example: Could you like 

to give some money? 

Interactional Function 



 The Interactional Function of language is language used to develop social relationship and ease the 

process of interaction, concerned with the phobic dimension of talk. For example, I love you and I want to 

live with you forever. 

 

Personal Function 

 The Personal Function of language is language used to express the personal preferences, identity, 

feelings, emotions, personality, opinion and reaction of the speaker. Sometimes referred to as the “Here I 

am” function announcing oneself to the world. For example, Toba Lake is a good place to get refreshing.  

Representational Function 

 The Representational Function of language is language used to exchange information. Concerned 

with relay or requesting information. For example, Europe Island is a place that makes us to find out our 

dream. 

Heuristic Function 

 The Heuristic Function of language is used to learn and explore the environment. Child uses language 

to learn, this may be question and answers, or the kind of running commentary that frequently 

accompanies children’s play. For example, what the tractor doing? 

Imaginative Function 

 The Imaginative Function of language is language used to explore the imagination or to create 

imaginary system or ideas and also to tell stories, and jokes, telling fairy tales.  May also accompany play 

as children crate imaginary worlds, or may arise from storytelling. For example, a good player can make a 

successful in this drama. 

 

Instrumental Function 

 The Instrumental Function of language is language uses to express what the peoples need. For 

example, I want to buy a car to make me easy for everything. 

  Furthermore, to make it more clear, according to Halliday’s there are five types of language 

function that taken from can be seen in the following table: 

 

Table.1 Types of Language Functions 

No The Language Function Definitions 

1 
Regulatory To control behavior of others. Example: “Do this” 

2 
Interactional To relate to others, to interact. Example: “Me and 

You” 

3 
Personal To express self. Example, “watch me” 

4 
Representational  To convey facts and information. Example, “I’ve got 

something to tell you” 

5 
Heuristic To explore and gain knowledge of the environment. 

Example: “what’s that?, hoe to solve it?” 

6 
Imaginative  To use language imaginatively and telling fairy tales. 

Example: “let’s pretend” 



  

 Lang

uage functions have a model in the classroom experience. The model of classroom function taken from 

(http://www.achievementlink.com/pdf/ halliday_function_of_language.pdf) can be seen in the following 

table: 

 

Table.2 Language Functions Model in the Classroom 

No 

Language Function Example Classroom Experience 

1 Regulatory. “Use   language to 

control”  

“Do as I tell 

you…”, “You 

need…” 

Making rules in games, giving 

instructions teaching. 

2 Interactional. “Use language to 

interact and plan, develop, or 

maintain a play or group activity. 

“You and me…” 

I’ll be the cashier 

…” 

Structured play dialogues and 

discussions. Talking in groups and 

use language to control. 

3 Personal. “Use language to 

express individuality. 

“Here I am…” Making feelings public interacting 

with others. 

4 Representational. “Use language 

to explain”  

“I’ll tell you…” “I 

know…” 

Conveying messages to tell about 

the real world and expressing a 

proposition. 

5 Heuristic. “Use language to find 

things out, wonder, or 

hypothesize. 

“Tell me why…”, 

“Why did you do 

that”, “What 

for…?” 

Question and answer routines 

inquiry and research 

metalanguage. 

6 Imaginative. “Use language to 

create, explore, and entertain. 

“Let’s pretend…”, 

“I went to my 

grandma’s last 

night.  

Stories and dramatizations rhyme, 

poems, and riddles nonsense, and 

word play and telling fairy tales 

. 

7 Instrumental: “Use language to 

communicate preference, choices, 

wants, or needs. 

“I want to…” Problem solving gathering 

materials role playing persuading. 

According to Roman Jakobson, There are six types of Language Functions, they are: Referential, 

Emotive, Conative, Phatic, Metalingual, and Poetic that taken from (http://everything2.com/title/ 

functions+of+language): 

Referential Function 

 The referential function is the most obvious function of language, when you use words to indicate 

things or facts. 

 

Emotive Function 

7 Instrumental To obtain goods and services. Example: “I want” 

http://www.achievementlink.com/pdf/
http://everything2.com/title/


 The Emotive Function is when you don't speak to convey information, but to express your feelings. 

Then you communicate for yourself more than for the people who may (or may not) hear you. 

Conative Function 

 The Conative Function is tried to make the other people do something. This includes orders and 

prayers. 

Phatic Function 

 The Phatic Function is the little known function of language consists in saying something only to 

maintain the contact with the person you are speaking to. When you say “hello” on the phone or discuss 

about the weather with your hairdresser, you are using the phatic function of language. Your purpose is 

primarily to maintain the communication. 

Metalingual 

 The Metalingual Function is when language is used to speak about language, for example in a 

grammar or a dictionary. 

Poetic  

 The Poetic Function is when the speaker focuses on the message for its own sake. This function 

encompasses more than poetry.  

Peter Newmark classification of the language function into six types, they are; Expressive, 

Informative, Vocative, Aesthetic, Phatic, and Metalingual. 

 

Expressive Function 

 The Expressive Function is the core of the expressive function is the mind of the author. Experiences 

of an author, her knowledge about the world, and feelings.  And Indentify by others as true of false when 

they are expressed. But the expression here has nothing to do with such identification. So it means that 

her worldview and intention of the prose fiction. 

 

Informative Function 

 The Informative Function is the core of the informative function of language about external situation, 

scientific and knowledge based writing the function of language can be characterized as informative. 

These texts are intended to convey the truth and to keep their readers well informed. The style is mostly 

technical and non-emotive, textbooks, reports, research reports, academic articles, and scientific literature. 

 

Vocative Function 

 The Vocative Function is the core of vocative function of language is the readership or the addressee, 

the vocative function of language is the vocative texts usually try to impress upon their readership to act, 

think, fell and react in the way intended by the text. Notices, propaganda and publicity materials, 

instructions as well as advertisements etc.  

 

 

Aesthetic Function 

 The Aesthetic Function is the language designed to please our sense and appeal to our attitudes 

through sounds, religions, metaphor, similes, onomatopoeia, alliteration, meter, and rhyme. Intend to 

serve this function of language. Poetry, nursery rhymes, advertising material uses this kind of language. 

 

 Phatic Function 

http://everything2.com/title/feeling


 The Phatic Function is intends to establish an intimate and friendly relationship with the addressee. If 

some phatic expressions are universal, some others are culture specific. Phatic also consider the sentences 

such as “How are you”, “you know”, and “are you well?”  

 

Metalingual Function 

 The Metalingual Function is language has an ability to explain or criticize its own features and 

functions. In other words, language can speak about itself. However, this function is seldom connected to 

fictional languages; most prose fiction works may contain all three types of meaning and the five 

functions. (http://www.anukriti.net/pgdts/course411/ch8j.htm). 

 According to Finocchiaro and Brumfit, there are five types of language functions based on their 

place, such as; Personal, Interpersonal, Directive, Referential, and Imaginative functions. 

Personal Function 

 The Personal Function refers to the speaker’s or writer’s ability to clarify his thinking or arrange 

one’s ideas or classify material in his mind or to express his innermost thoughts as well as his emotion 

that every human being experiences. 

 

Interpersonal Function  

 The Interpersonal Function enables us to establish and maintain desirable social and working 

relationship. 

 

Directive Function 

 The Directive Function enables us to attempting the influence the actions of others; accepting or 

refusing direction. 

 

Referential Function 

 The Referential Function is talking or reporting about things, actions, events, or people in the 

environment in the past or in the future; talking about language (what is termed the metalinguistic 

function). 

 

Imaginative Function 

 The Imaginative Function is discussion involving elements of creativity and artistic 

expression.Furthermore, to make it more clearly, the five types of language functions are according to 

Finocchiaro and Brumfit that taken from http//ajwatts2.com/files/ functional.pdf, can been seen in the 

following table: 

 

Table 1 Types of Language Functions by Finocchiaro and Brumfit 

No Language Function Setting 

1. Personal Love, joy, pleasure, happiness, surprise, likes, satisfaction, 

dislikes, disappointment, distress, pain, anger, anguish, fear, 

anxiety, sorrow, frustration, annoyance at missed 

opportunities, moral, intellectual and social concerns; and the 

everyday feelings of hunger, thirst, fatigue, sleepiness, cold, 

or warmth. 

2. Interpersonal  Greetings and leave takings 

Introducing people to others 

Identifying oneself to others 

Expressing joy at another’s success 

Expressing concern for other people’s welfare 

Extending and accepting invitations 



Refusing invitations politely or making alternative 

arrangements 

Making appointments for meetings 

Breaking appointments politely and arranging another 

mutually convenient time 

Apologizing. 

3. Directive  Making suggestions in which the speaker is included 

Making requests; making suggestions 

Refusing to accept a suggestion or a request but offering an 

alternative 

Persuading someone to change his point of view 

Requesting and granting permission 

Asking for help and responding to a plea for help 

Forbidding someone to do something; issuing a command 

Giving and responding to instructions 

Warning someone 

Discouraging someone from pursuing a course of action 

Establishing guidelines and deadlines for the completion of 

actions 

Asking for directions or instructions. 

4. Referential Identifying items or people in the classroom, the school the 

home, the community 

Asking for a description of someone or something 

Defining something or a language item or asking for a 

definition 

Paraphrasing, summarizing, or translating 

Explaining or asking for explanations of how something 

works 

Comparing or contrasting things 

Discussing possibilities, probabilities, or capabilities of doing 

something  

Requesting or reporting facts about events or actions 

Evaluating the results of an action or event. 

5. Imaginative  Discussing a poem, a story, a piece of music, a play, a 

painting, a film, a TV program, etc 

Expanding ideas suggested by other or by a piece of literature 

or reading material 

Creating rhymes, poetry, stories of plays 

Recombining familiar dialogs or passages creatively 

Suggesting original beginning or endings to dialogs or stories 

Solving problems or mysteries.  

 

 According to the explanation of language functions above, the writer describe that people use 

language is to communicate one with another, to express the personal reactions to situation, and as means 

of conveying something that the user language function wants to convey. In this case the writer chooses 

only one of types of language function proposed by Michael Halliday because it is more clearly, quickly 

to understand and about the explanation of types of language function halliday’s, it is more completely.  

 

Texts and Contexts 

 Relate to the lexicogrammar (forms) and the semantic (meanings). English can’t be separated from 

the text. Texts can be understood correctly in their texture. Texts can be achieved in the two forms; 

they are written and spoken text. Text is coherence with respect to context of situation and the text itself. 

It provides information as in report, essay, etc to the people who need it. The information is served in 



many ways in their own style. To get the information from a text, the reader must know the relation 

between one word with another and one sentence with another or even one paragraph to another 

paragraph. The word text is used in linguistic to refer to any passage, spoken of written, of whatever 

length that does form a unified whole.  

  

 
3. Method Of Research 

 In designing this research, the writers applied a descriptive design by applying both quantitative 

and qualitative method. Descriptive qualitative is a method of research that makes the description of the 

situation of events right now or occurrences clearer, Nazir (2005:197). It was understood that descriptive 

qualitative was the method of research which provides the description of situation, events or occurrences, 

so this method has an intention to accumulate the basic data.  Qualitative research involves analysis of 

data such as words, examples from interviews, transcripts, picture, video, recordings, notes, documents, 

the products and records of material culture, audio visual materials and personal experiences materials 

such as artifacts, journal and diary information and narratives. Quantitative research involves analysis of 

numerical data, from either counting of scaling of both. Qualitative research thus refers to the meanings, 

concepts, interpretation, definition, characterization, by using symbols and description of things. In 

contrast, quantitative research refers to counts and measures of things. Berg (20006:3).  

 

 The source of data was taken from Article of economical news, issued in Jakarta Post  

 
no Title article  Issued  by 

 

1 SBY orders SOEs to address food security 

By Slamet Susanto 

 

Thursday, October 11, 2012 page. 3 

The Jakarta Post 

 

2 Palu economic zone may create 100,000 jobs  

 

 

Mon, December 10 2012 

The Jakarta Post | Archipelago |8:12 

AM  

 

3 Economy in brief: Pertamina to acquire Anadarko’s subsidiaries  

 

| Business | Tue, December 11 2012, 

11:47 AM 

The Jakarta Post 

4 Europe Presses Asia to open economies  

By Sri Wahyuni,  

Wed, November 07 2012, 9:04 AM 

Paper Edition | Page: 2 

The Jakarta Post 

 

 The data are analyzed in the following procedures: 

1. Collecting the articles randomly from Jakarta Post. 

2. Identifying the sentences to find out the  function of language. 

3. Classified them into five types of language functions based on the proposed theory. 

4. Converting the frequency of each kind of language functions into percent by following formula: 

𝑋 =
F

n
 X 100 % 

Where:  

X    = Percentage of each types of language function 

F = Frequency of each types of language function 

N = Amount frequency of all types of language function 

5. Finding out the most dominant types of language function as the result. 

 

4. Data Analysis   



          The data collected were classified according to kinds of function of language What types of 

language functions are found in article of economical news  and to find out what is the  dominant function 

in article of economical news  used. 

For the categorization the writer codifying the function of language as follows : 

No Function As no  

1 Personal Function 1 

2 Interpersonal Function 2 

3 Directive Function 3 

4 Referential Function 4 

5 Imaginative Function 5 

 

The followings  the sample of  the analysis of function of language  :  

 
I. Palu economic zone may create 100,000 jobs 

The Jakarta Post | Archipelago | Mon, December 10 2012, 8:12 AM  

An official says that the launch of a special economic zone (KEK) in Palu, Central Sulawesi, in January will provide 

100,000 new jobs by 2015. 

The administration has provided 1,500 hectares of land in North Palu for the zone, to be divided into an industrial 

area (700 hectares), housing (500 hectares), an educational park and research center (100 hectares), a sports center 

(50 hectares) and storage facilities (15 hectares) for other with land also reserved purposes.  

Palu Deputy Mayor MulhananTombolotutu said that 57 companies working together as a consortium would spend 

around Rp 30 trillion (US$3 billion) to build basic infrastructure for the zone including roads, an electricity grid and 

clean water facilities.  

One of the companies, Mulhanan said, was a Chinese company expected to spend Rp 7.8 trillion to build a nickel 

smelter with an annual production capacity of 300,000 tons.  

The smelter would process nickel ore from a mine in Morowali regency, about 430 kilometers from Palu. 

Mulhanan said he was optimistic on the prospects for the zone, saying that it would boost the economic growth and 

employment rates in Central Sulawesi.  

He encouraged residents to help realize the plan by keeping the peace in the region, which has previously harbored 

terrorists and suffered large-scale religious violence between Christians and Muslims.  

“Peaceful conditions are essential for investors to invest their money here. I just hope that there will not be any 

companies that close their businesses in just one year after they start their investments here,” Mulhanan said. 

 

Table 2 : The analysis of Text 1  

No Sentence 1 2 3 4 5 Explanation 

1 An official says that the launch of a 

special economic zone (KEK) in Palu, 

Central Sulawesi, in January will 

provide 100,000 new jobs by 2015. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

✓   The statement 

provide some 

information 

2 The administration has provided 1,500 

hectares of land in North Palu for the 

zone, to be divided into an industrial 

area (700 hectares), housing (500 

hectares), an educational park and 

research center (100 hectares), a sports 

center (50 hectares) and storage 

facilities (15 hectares) with land also 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

✓   The statement 

provide some 

information 



reserved for other purposes. 

3 Palu Deputy Mayor 

MulhananTombolotutu said that 57 

companies working together as a 

consortium would spend around Rp 30 

trillion (US$3 billion) to build basic 

infrastructure for the zone including 

roads, an electricity grid and clean water 

facilities.  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

✓   The statement 

provide some 

information 

4 One of the companies, Mulhanan said, 

was a Chinese company expected to 

spend Rp 7.8 trillion to build a nickel 

smelter with an annual production 

capacity of 300,000 tons. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

✓   The statement 

provide some 

information 

 

5 The smelter would process nickel ore 

from a mine in Morowali regency, about 

430 kilometers from Palu. 

        ✓   The statement 

provide some 

information 

6 Mulhanan said he was optimistic on the 

prospects for the zone, saying that it 

would boost the economic growth and 

employment rates in Central Sulawesi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   √ 

     

 

The statement is 

express the speaker’s 

feeling 

7 He encouraged residents to help realize 

the plan by keeping the peace in the 

region, which has previously harbored 

terrorists and suffered large-scale 

religious violence between Christians 

and Muslims.  

     The statement is 

express solidarity and 

empathy with others  

8 “Peaceful conditions are essential for 

investors to invest their money here. 

 

 

 

√ 

    The statement is 

express the speaker’s 

feeling 

9 I just hope that there will not be any 

companies that close their businesses in 

just one year after they start their 

investments here,” Mulhanan said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The statement is 

attempt to get 

someone to do 

something 



 

 

 

√ 

 Total 3 1  5            

 

 

4. EUROPE PRESSES  ASIA TO OPEN ECONOMIES 

Europe pressed Asian countries on Tuesday to open their economies further and urged China to ramp up domestic 

demand as it seeks to tap into the faster-growing region and ease the effects of its long-running economic crisis. 

 

European Commission president Jose Manuel Barroso said the 49 countries of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) 

agreed to a “strong rejection of protectionism” at a two-day summit in Vientiane, Laos, Reuters reported. 

 

But European members made no concrete progress on trade deals with Asian counterparts and several leaders voiced 

concern about the increasing use of non-tariff barriers, as a number of countries seek to raise protective trade walls. 

 

The European Union’s planned free-trade agreement with Japan, for example, has stumbled over the issue of 

dismantling non-tariff barriers in the Asian country. Free-trade talks with India are also making slow progress. 

 

“It’s very important for all of us to avoid — namely when there are problems in terms of a financial and economic 

crisis — what could be a temptation for different countries to become more inward-looking,” Barroso said. “The 

European Union is definitely on the side of those who want more open trade.” 

 

Global policymakers are scrambling to avoid a fresh economic downturn as the 17-member eurozone economy 

slides toward recession this year and the US heads for a “fiscal cliff” of spending cuts and tax hikes in January. 

 

Falling European demand has been a drag on Asian economic activity this year, obliging governments to step up 

investment and other spending to stimulate domestic demand. 

 

Some Asian leaders have hinted at frustration with the European financial crisis, urging more decisive action to 

shore up growth.  

 

“As Europe finds itself in economic difficulties, the Asian economies must step up to the plate and ensure that [they] 

contribute to the global economy,” said Foreign Minister Marty Natelegawa. 

 

ASEM accounts for more than half the world’s population and trade. Its ninth summit concluded Tuesday with the 

adoption of the 16-point Vientiane Declaration on strengthening partnership for peace and development. 

 

“ASEM’s leaders shared the view that all ASEM partners would co-exist in peace, eradicate war, refrain from use of 

force against each other and from direct and indirect interference in internal affairs of each other and resort to 

peaceful settlement of disputes,” the summit’s chairman, Lao Prime Minister ThongsingThammavong, stated.  

 

ASEM leaders, according to Thongsing, also agreed to foster cooperation on sustainable development, ensuring a 

balance between stable economic growth, social development and environmental protection. 

 

“Leaders committed to narrowing the development gaps between ASEM partners, promoting connectivity and 

creating an environment conducive to steering integration processes,” he said. 

 

Heads of states and governments, including President SusiloBambangYudhoyono, delegates of 20 Asian countries 

and 29 European countries and the presidents of the European Council, European Commission and the secretary-

general of ASEAN attended the summit. 

 

The summit, according to European Council president Herman van Rompuy, discussed in depth the three pillars of 

ASEM, namely economic, political and sociocultural fields. Economy and trade became the key focus of debate. 

 



“There was no blame game,” said Rompuy, adding that there was a clear sense among members that they were all in 

the same boat as the global economy had tightly interlinked them. 

Table 3. The analysis of Text 4  

         

No Sentences   

1 

 

2 3 4 5 Explanation 

1. Europe pressed Asian 

countries on Tuesday to 

open their economies 

further and urged China to 

ramp up domestic demand 

as it seeks to tap into the 

faster-growing region and 

ease the effects of its long-

running economic crisis. 

 

     This sentence express the 

speaker’s personal feeling 

        

2 European Commission 

president Jose Manuel 

Barroso said the 49 

countries of the Asia-

Europe Meeting (ASEM) 

agreed to a “strong rejection 

of protectionism” at a two-

day summit in Vientiane, 

Laos, Reuters reported. 

 

     This sentence express the 

speaker’s personal feeling 

3 European members made 

no concrete progress on 

trade deals with Asian 

counterparts and several 

leaders voiced concern 

about the increasing use of 

non-tariff barriers, as a 

number of countries seek to 

raise protective trade walls. 

 

     This sentence provide 

referential information 

about the increasing use of 

non-tariff barriers 

4 The European Union’s 

planned free-trade 

agreement with Japan, for 

example, has stumbled over 

the issue of dismantling 

non-tariff barriers in the 

Asian country 

     This sentence provide 

information, it’s 

referential function  about 

The European Union’s 

plann 

5 The European Union is 

definitely on the side of 

those who want more open 

trade.” 

 

     The sentence provide 

information referential 

about open trade.” 

 

6 Global policymakers are 

scrambling to avoid a fresh 

economic downturn as the 

17-member eurozone 

     This statement provide 

information referential 

about Global policy 



economy slides toward 

recession this year and the 

US heads for a “fiscal cliff” 

of spending cuts and tax 

hikes in January. 

 

7 Falling European demand 

has been a drag on Asian 

economic activity this year, 

obliging governments to 

step up investment and 

other spending to stimulate 

domestic demand. 

 

     This statement provide 

information referential 

about obliging 

governments 

8 Some Asian leaders have 

hinted at frustration with 

the European financial 

crisis, urging more decisive 

action to shore up growth.  

 

 

     The statement provide 

information referential 

about frustration with the 

European financial crisis, 

9 As Europe finds itself in 

economic difficulties, the 

Asian economies must step 

up to the plate and ensure 

that [they] contribute to the 

global economy,” said 

Foreign Minister Marty 

Natelegawa. 

 

     This statement provide 

information referential 

abouteconomic difficulties 

10 The summit, according to 

European Council president 

Herman van Rompuy, 

discussed in depth the three 

pillars of ASEM, namely 

economic, political and 

sociocultural fields. 

Economy and trade became 

the key focus of debate. 

 

     The sentence provide 

information referential 

about the key focus of 

debate 

 Total  2  8   

 

 

After identifying the function of language, she found out the distribution of function of language on 

economical news article as follows :  

Table 4 : Distribution of function of language on economical news article 

No Title article  1 2 3 4 5 

1 SBY orders SOEs to address food security 

By Slamet Susanto 

 

- - 3 12 - 

2 Palu economic zone may create 100,000 jobs  

 

3 1 - 5 - 



 

3 Economy in brief: Pertamina to acquire 

Anadarko’s subsidiaries  

 

1 1 4 4 4 

4 Europe Presses  Asia To Open Economies 

By Sri Wahyuni,  

- 2 - 8 - 

 Total  4 4 4 29 4 

  8.88% 8,88% 8,88% 64,46% 8,88% 

 

From the analysis of the data it is counted that in economical news it  is found that article mostly using 

referential function. For the writer if referential function  as the most dominant used in economical article, 

she interpreted it as follows : 

1. that economical article is written mostly use referential function  it means to inform new 

economical policies or to share decision of government to the public 

2. that economical article is written mostly use referential function  it means it’s also inform the 

impact for the public . 

 

 
 

5. Conclusions 

After the analysis have done , the conclusions  can be drawn as follows : 

1. There were five types of function of language found in economical news article . 

2. In this study, the most dominant type of language function  is Referential function. It means tht most 

of the  content of the news is used mostly for sharing information  

 

After doing the analysis, the writer wants to show  that the language function in economical news  express 

its own function, as  the way of communication shows mostly written in referential function, The writer 

also advice English Teacher to be able to teach the student using  articles (economical, history, sports, 

medical etc) so the students can be enriched with kinds of terms in English .   
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